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	A backhoe prepares to enter the carriage trail at the end of Mud Lane Wednesday afternoon. - Bill Adams | Special To West Hawaii Today 


Mud Lane dispute continues 

Waimea resident releases 2-year-old study contradicting state's conclusions
by Kim Eaton
West Hawaii Today
keaton@westhawaiitoday.com 
Thursday, August 30, 2007 8:51 AM HST
The presence of a possible historic trail on Mud Lane has again been questioned as a Waimea resident released a two-year-old archaeological study that contradicts the state's conclusions.

The preliminary report, completed by Thomas Wolforth of Scientific Consultant Services Inc. in April 2005, indicates that not only do "segments of a stone trail exist" but also that the trail may be "prehistoric in origin and used for a variety of purposes from ancient through historical times."

However, the Department of Land and Natural Resources' State Historic Preservation Division has not rescinded its previous decision that there is no evidence of a historic site in that particular area.

By reviewing an archaeological report completed by Pacific Legacy, an independent firm hired by the developer Waimea 660 LLC, and records on file, SHPD's administrative assistant, Tim Lee, confirmed the area in question was bare bedrock, not paving stones, as was initially suspected by area residents. Lee added they had not actually gone to the site.

"Every place is a trail and if you went with that idea, then everything is historic," he said. "With the information we had, we didn't see evidence of human activity in that regard."

SHPD has received a copy of Wolforth's report, but it was not formally presented to them by the archaeologist, and it has not been reviewed by the staff.

Wolforth was off the island and a message left at his Hilo office was not returned as of press time. However, he is listed on the SHPD's Web site as a 2007 archaeological consultant.

Lee would not confirm whether SHPD would send a state archaeologist to study the area.

Waimea resident Betsy Palumbo, while still living on the mainland, hired Wolforth in 2005 to ascertain the existence of historic paving stones on a portion of Mud Lane. She was interested in moving to the area and was told this historic trail existed as well as several endangered species.

"At that point, my thinking became more geared towards purchasing land with a conservation development in mind," Palumbo said.

Hiring Wolforth for $1,200, she received the report in April 2005. Palumbo did not move to Waikoekoe as planned but rather bought a home elsewhere in Waimea.

"There is nothing I can gain; I have no vested interest in this. My purpose is simply for this to be investigated further," she said, "to determine once and for all whether or not these paving stones exist."

Earlier this month, the three property owners that make up Waimea 660 LLC agreed to postpone clearing and graveling the section of Mud Lane that leads up to their subdivision's entrance until it could be determined that there were no historic sites in the proposed area.

Last week, DLNR concluded there was no evidence of a historic trail. Na Ala Hele, the state's trail and access program, concurred.

"We looked at tax maps and other maps and determined that if it had been a trail at one time, it has since evolved into vehicular access and is therefore under the jurisdiction of the county," said Moana Rowland, Na Ala Hele abstractor. "If SHPD does not make the claim that it is historically significant, then we can not do anything."

Without doing detailed research, Rowland could not confirm whether it had been, in fact, a trail in the past.

However, she confirmed receiving an e-mailed portion of Wolforth's report, but said if there was a discrepancy, then an archaeologist would need to refute it.

"You have one archaeologist saying it is, one saying it isn't," she said. "That is the real dilemma here."

Bruce McClure, Department of Public Works director, confirmed Public Works received a request from a resident to issue a stop-work order until the problem could be resolved. However, the reason given for the request has not been substantiated, and therefore he has no reason to issue that request, he added.

"DLNR makes those decisions," McClure said. "We are not the experts."

Palumbo said SHPD based its decision by looking at the report that was commissioned by Waimea 660 LLC, rather than sending out an archaeologist themselves.

"(The trail) exists until proven otherwise," she said. "You don't make assumptions about something as important as this."

Waimea 660 LLC was issued a right of way permit from the county to clear and gravel one-half mile of Mud Lane, about 11/2 miles from the highway, to allow for access to their property.

There have been several archaeological studies of the area, conducted by both state and private representatives, and each one concluded that no archaeological sites existed.
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